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SCOTTISH LANDFILL TAX (STANDARD RATE AND LOWER RATE) (NO.2) ORDER 
2020  
 
I am writing to inform you that the Scottish Landfill Tax (Standard Rate and Lower Rate) 
(No.2) Order 2020 has been made and that it is being laid before the Scottish Parliament 
with a coming into force date of 1 April 2020.  
 
The Order provides for the change to the standard and lower rates of Scottish Landfill Tax 
announced as part of the Scottish Budget 2020-21. It was made in exercise of the powers 
conferred by section 13(2) and (5) of the Landfill Tax (Scotland) Act 2014 (LT(S)A 2014) and 
is subject to the provisional affirmative procedure.  
 
Section 41(3) of the Landfill Tax (Scotland) Act 2014 (‘the Act’) provides that an Order made 
in exercise of the powers conferred by section 13(2) and (5) of the Act must be laid before 
the Scottish Parliament and ceases to have effect on the expiry of the period of 28 days 
beginning with the date on which it is made unless, before the expiry of that period, it is 
approved by resolution of the Parliament. 
 
As you will be aware, the Scottish Landfill Tax (Standard Rate and Lower Rate) Order 2020 
was made on 3 March 2020 and laid in the Scottish Parliament on 4 March 2020. The Order 
has been considered by both the Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee and the 
Finance and Constitution Committee. However, as a consequence of the coronavirus 
induced rescheduling of Scottish Parliamentary business it cannot now be approved within 
the necessary 28 day period and will therefore not come into force on 1 April 2020. As such, 
it is necessary to lay a new Order with a coming into force date of 1 April in order to ensure 
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that the changes announced as part of the Scottish Budget can be introduced on the day 
that Revenue Scotland and taxpayers expect and will have planned for.  Introducing the 
changes from 1 April will also ensure that the standard and lower rates of landfill tax remain 
consistent across the United Kingdom, thereby addressing the risk of waste tourism. 
 
I hope that this is helpful in setting out the context for this instrument and would be happy to 
discuss it further if that would be helpful. 
 

Best regards 
 

 
 

Ben Macpherson 
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